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II'T Fee Hike: Step in
the Right Direction

Thedecision to hike annual fees from 790,000 to 22 1akh for the
undergraduate programme at the Indian Institute of Techno-
logy (IIT) is a welcome step towards reducing its dependence
on the government to meet recurring costs. The human reso-
urce development minister, who heads the decision-making
IIT Council, carries forward the logic of expanding the IITs’
financial autonomy as had her predecessors in the UPA, who
had raised the fee from 25,000 to 290,000 but baulked at accep-
ting the Anil Kakodkar committee recommendation of 2011to
raise thefee toz2lakh.

This will not keep out any eligible youngster either: the tuiti-
oniswaived: infull for Scheduled Castes and Tribes, different-
ly-abled, and those with annual family in-
come of up to %1 lakh, and two-thirds for
those with family incomes below %5 lakh.
Up to 50% of the students will pay the en-
hanced tuition fees. Students admitted to
II'Ts are guaranteed interest-free loans,
and the bankability of the degree means
a high approval rate with little or no col-
lateral. The Australian model of deferred payments would be
still better. In this, the fees are low for everyone but those who
take up employment outside defined national priority areas
have to pay additional fees, which make up for the subsidy;,
over a certain number of years. In the current Indian model,
further innovation is possible to reduce the cost of education-
alloansfor alldisciplines.

The substantially higher tuition fee, however, is only a third
or a fourth of the government’s actual expenditure on an un-
dergraduate II'T student. The II'Ts must aggressively focus on
getting endowments, alumni contributions and donations,
and increased earnings from consultancy, research and pa-
tents if they are serious about financial autonomy:.
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New director of IIT Delhi felicitated

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-telangana/new-director-of-iit-delhi-
felicitated/article8459876.ece

The Industries Minister in the Government of Telangana, Jupally Krishna Rao, on Sunday felicitated Prof. Ramgopal who
has been appointed director, Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi.

The function was organised by the Kakatiya Institute of Technology and Science (KITS), Warangal, and the Hyderabad
chapter of IIT Delhi alumni.
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JEE Main online exam held
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-telangana/jee-main-online-exam-held/article8459854.ece

The JEE (Main) exam conducted online on Saturday and Sunday was found to be moderate and balanced, and didn’t
bother the aspirants much. While mathematics questions were moderate, chemistry and physics were in the ‘easy’
category. Some students felt that though Mathematics was not tough, it was lengthy.

The exam was conducted in 132 cities in the country and abroad. According to lIT trainers, there were 90 questions from
physics, chemistry and mathematics that were divided into three parts carrying 30 questions each. Each question carried
four marks while 1/4 marks of total marks per question would be deducted for an incorrect answer. However, no marks
would be deducted if the question is left un-attempted.

Two sheers were provided for rough work and students were asked to use the ball pen provided by the Board for rough
work. Additional sheets were given to those who requested for more. Students said they were not allowed to carry a
copy of the question paper after the exam.

The offline exam was held last Sunday. About 1.17 lakh candidates from Telangana and AP have registered for the test of
which 59,731 are from Telangana. In the offline test, physics was found to be tough and analysts said those doing well in
physics might end up successful. Scores in JEE Main will determine who would be eligible for the NITs and other
centrally-funded technical institutes.

City boy wins 2 gold in 1T athletics meet
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/navi-mumbai/City-boy-wins-2-gold-in-1IT-athletics-
meet/articleshow/51768888.cms

NAVI MUMBAI: Mandar Kumthekar (17), a class XllI student of DAV Public School, Airoli, bagged two gold medals at the
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay Annual Athletics Gala held recently. He won the shot put event by sending
the ball to a distance of 9.91m and obtained a 38.59m distance in the discus throw event.

"It' been a great season for Mandar who kept the winning campaign intact. He also made it to state-level athletics meet
held last week at Chiplun in the shot put event," said his coach, Santosh Aswar.

Implement reservations for disabled in university: University Grants Commission
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/aurangabad/Implement-reservations-for-disabled-in-university-University-
Grants-Commission/articleshow/51768994.cms

Aurangabad: The University Grants Commission (UGC) has asked state universities to send a report within a month
regarding compliance with Section 33 of the Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995.

In a circular issued to the vice-chancellor of state universities, UGC secretary Jaspal Sandhu has appealed to all
institutions to comply with the orders and send a compliance report within one month.

"There are certain lacunas in the implementation of the Persons with Disabilities Act. Not complying with the orders of
the Supreme Court it tantamount to contempt of court," he said.

The UGC has also mentioned the judgement of the apex court issued on March 26, 2014, observed that 18 years have
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gone by since the inception of the act, but it is still be implemented in letter and spirit. The court had also directed the
Centre and state governments to implement the provisions of the act by end of 2014.

Sanjay Shinde, public relations officer with Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University (BAMU), said that the
varsity has complied with the law. "In 2008, a recruitment drive was carried out in the university during which the
provisions of the legislation were taken into account. Two persons with disabilities were recruited that time. Another

recruitment is likely to begin soon and we will keep in mind the interests of persons with disabilities," he said.

Student activist Tukaram Saraf said the UGC should also prevail upon affiliated colleges to follow the act. "The UGC
should also seek compliance from affiliated colleges. State universities should be asked to seek compliance on the part

of colleges," he said.

The section mandates every establishment to reserve 3% job vacancies for persons or class of persons with disability.
While prevailing upon the universities to show said compliance the UGC has stated that the Constitution of India ensures
equality, freedom, justice and dignity to all individuals and implicitly mandates an inclusive society for all including the
persons with disabilities.
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Ranking not 11 T-M's goal, says its director
http://newstodaynet.com/chennai/ranking-not-iit-ms-goal-says-its-director

Chennai: Strongly emphasising that scoring a top rank was not in the priority list of lIT-Madras, the director of the
reputed institution, Bhaskar Ramamurthi, categorically said that being picked as India's best engineering college by the
HRD Ministry in the National Institutional Ranking Framework this year, was a result of the combined effort put in by
research scholars, teachers and students of lIT-Madras.

In an interaction with 'News Today', Bhaskar expressed happiness that IIT-M has been ranked number one in teaching
and research coming ahead of IIT-Mumbai and [IT-Kharagpur. "It is definitely a moment to rejoice for everyone
associated with the institute," he said adding that the primary goal of the institute is to pursue the strategic plan. "We
have a very well-articulated strategic plan for 2020," he added.

"There are several parameters that were taken into consideration by the HRD Ministry and hence the credit needs to go
to the amount of research that was put in by the scholars, the industry collaborations we have had over a span of three
years and the inclusive approach we have adopted," he explained in detail, adding that the outreach programmes and
the international mergers the institution has had with reputed industries were taken into consideration by HRD Ministry
before releasing the rank list.

"We have very clear and quantifiable objectives and our only aim is to steadily achieve these objectives," he stresses,
admitting that there is a challenging task ahead for the institution. "We can't achieve these objectives overnight but our
Board is monitoring how we are progressing every year," he said.

He added that the top rank has infused a sense of commitment among the faculty members. "There is a lot of
commitment now. We are also planning to increase the number of PhD students dramatically. Even faculty promotions
are going to be based on various parameters including research and teaching. So, all of them is what contributes to the
overall progress," he said.


http://newstodaynet.com/chennai/ranking-not-iit-ms-goal-says-its-director

Page 7 of 15

Boeing and Indian Institutes of Technology Conduct National Aero-modelling

Competition Finals in New Delhi
http://businesswireindia.com/news/news-details/boeing-indian-institutes-technology-conduct-national-aero-modelling-

competition-finals-new-delhi/48137

e Competition attracts participation from 215 teams comprising more than 670 engineering students from across
the country
e Encourages next generation of engineers to work for the success of India’s aerospace industry

Hundreds of young Indian engineers competed in the finals of the annual National Aero-modelling Competition
organised by Boeing [NYSE: BA] in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT).

The 2016 competition at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi, which provided a national platform for students
to demonstrate their aero-modelling skills, was designed to encourage future engineering professionals towards
aerospace careers.

“It is inspiring to see the momentum that our National Aero-modelling Competition has gained over the past three
years,” said Pratyush Kumar, president, Boeing India. “This initiative has captured the hearts and minds of young
engineers like never before, and will help develop talent that will shape the future of the Indian aerospace industry. We
would like to thank the IITs for helping us to enable this competition where more than 670 young engineers participated
this year.”

Launched in 2013, the Boeing-IIT Aero-modelling Competition is designed to enhance participation and interest in
aviation activities, while it educates, recognises and rewards talented aerospace enthusiasts and innovators in India.

"We believe that technical events such as National Aeromodelling Competition greatly help in exciting our present
generation of students about science, engineering and technology," said Dr. Anurag Sharma, Dean, Academics IIT Delhi.
“Activities such as this align with [IT-Delhi's vision to promote design/practical experience among students through
multiple curricular and co-curricular activities.”

Starting January 2016, the zonal competitions were organised in conjunction with the technical festivals at [IT-Madras,
[IT-Kharagpur, [IT-Bombay and lIT-Kanpur and the final national competition was held at lIT-Delhi. A total of 13 winning
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zonal teams, made it to the national level in New Delhi. Along with the competition, Boeing also sponsored aero-
modelling workshops conducted by the respective IITs. This was an additional platform where students interested in
designing and building radio-controlled planes got real time experience in designing and building them.

Boeing has an ongoing partnership with [IT-Mumbai for the National Centre for Aerospace Innovation & Research
(NCAIR) to promote aerospace manufacturing capability development.

I1T-Ropar to start offshore teacher hunt
http://www.hindustantimes.com/punjab/iit-ropar-to-start-offshore-teacher-hunt/story-
0oBsb2m3EEVREJVaRmBqg5kM.html

The Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) here will make offshore recruitment of teachers to improve its standard.

“We will visit the UK, the US, and Canada from May 23 to June 12 for interviews to select the best teachers from the
Indian diaspora and try to bring them back,” [IT-Ropar director Sarit K Das told HT. The scouting team will have experts
from IIT-Roorkee; Central Power Research Institute; and the Indian Institute of Science (lISC), Bengaluru, as well on
board.

Das said IIT-Ropar would double its student-and-faculty strength in 18 months, and take it to 2,400 and 250,
respectively, by 2020, besides having 10 teaching departments by then. “It is a difficult task but we will do it,” said the
director, satisfied by the 9th all-India rank of this IIT in the 2016 survey by the National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) and the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD). “To break into India’s top 10 engineering
institutes is a big achievement for any new institute,” he said, adding: “We aim at being in the top 5 research and
teaching institutes now.”

[IT-Ropar, he said, would also help the region’s engineering colleges grow. The institute will help its associate colleges
with student internship, faculty training, and field research. Das claimed that its new 500-acre campus will be ready by
next summer and, later this year, it will start moving its departments from the transit campus. “We’ll have a B-Tech civil
engineering programme from the next session, besides chemical engineering and biomedical technology courses from
2017,” he said.

M-Tech in computer science and electrical engineering are new programmes coming up in the next academic session. In
quality of research, said Das, the Ropar campus was ahead of many other IITs, since it selected its focus areas
(agriculture, health, defence, manufacturing, and skill development research) based on national and state interests,
existing facilities, international trends, and usefulness. “These focus areas will help address the local problems of the
state, by giving it better irrigation, fertilisers, and cancer research, and taking care of the needs of the state industry,”
said the director.

This IIT also received 5 crore from the Centre for building a technology business incubator in Punjab to contribute to the
‘Start-up India’ programme. The institute will hold Industrial-Academia conclave and ‘Start-up’ Day on May 9 and 10.
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11 T-Kgp wins top award for patents
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/kolkata/iitkgp-wins-top-award-for-patents/article8456374.ece

The IIT-Kharagpur has won an award by the Indian government for being the top academic institute for patents in 2016.

[IT-Kgp director Partha Pratim Chakraborty said they have received a letter from the Union Ministry of Commerce and
Industry saying the Institute has been awarded the prize for ‘Top Academic Institute for Patents 2016’.

“Our ‘100 patents drive’ efforts are now giving results,” he said while congratulating his team. The award will be given
on April 26 in Delhi by Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman at a function jointly organised for the celebration of World IP
Day by the Indian Intellectual Property office.

The Indian Intellectual property office confers national intellectual property awards on outstanding innovators,
organisations and companies in the fields of patents, designs, trademarks, and geographical indications on the occasion
of World IP Day every year. The National IP Award carries an amount of Rs.1,00,000, a citation and a memento. To
simplify the process of patent filing by students as well as professors who have done some substantial research within
the institute, the IIT has been running an IP Portal.

We had no inkling about NIRF ranking drive: Varsities

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

ALL ABOUT NIRF

UGC CHAIRMAN VED PRAKASH HAD WRITTEN ‘MOST IMMEDIATE’ LETTER TO VCs OF ALL UNIVERSITIES (CENTRAL,
STATE, DEEMED AND PRIVATE) ON NOVEMBER 21 LAST INFORMING THEM ABOUT NIRF MOVE, URGING THEM TO
REGISTER AND ‘ACCORD TOP MOST PRIORITY’ TO IT

In what would come as a surprise, many universities of Bihar were unaware of the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) drive of the ministry of human resource development ( MHRD ), which published its report earlier this
week. This, despite the chairman of University Grants Commission (UGC), Ved Prakash, writing a ‘most immediate’ letter
to the vice-chancellors (VCs) of all universities (central, state, deemed and private) on November 21 last year informing
them about the NIRF move, urging them to register and “accord TOP MOST PRIORITY to it.”

The vice-chancellors of various Bihar universities, including Patna University, told HT on Saturday that they had no
information about the ranking drive or even the said letter. “We had no information that any such exercise was going
on. As such, we could not participate,” said vice-chancellor of Magadh University Mohammad Ishtiyaque. On being
asked about the letter, the MU VC said he had not seen it. When asked. vice chancellor of Veer Kunwar Singh University
(VKSU), Ara, Leela Chand Saha, said, “I did not know about the drive. Else, we would have definitely participated. | am
also confident that we would have bagged good ranking, as we are not inferior to any university in the state.” About the
letter, he said, “I became VKSU VC in January this year. | had no information about the letter sent last year.” The VC of
KSD Sanskrit University, Darbhanga, Dev Narayan Jha, said, “It (the letter) is not in my knowledge.” Even YC Simhadri, VC
of PU, the seventh oldest university of India, said he had not seen the letter. “I have also not seen the rankings. If we
were inspected, we would have definitely got rank, as PU is functioning with full efficiency and our academic activities
are streamlined,” said Simhadri. “If PU’s name is not there in the list, it is the mistake of those conducting the survey and
not the university,” he added. In his November 21 letter, UGC chairman Prakash had the VCs of all universities, “register
your university and provide data as per instructions given on NIRF website and get your institution ranked.” He had also
requested them “to accord ‘TOP MOST PRIORITY’ to the matter.” The letter is available on the UGC website. HT tried
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calling UGC chairman Ved Prakash’s office in Delhi for a comment. However, the office landline was not answered
despite several attempts. On a different note, Ishtiyaque said, getting a rank would have been difficult, as state
universities did not have the required faculty strength. “It is impossible to conduct research, publish papers or conduct
classes without the required faculty strength. Why would any university, which lacks adequate number of teachers or
sufficient classrooms, participate in the survey?” he wondered. “Students are suffering. Classrooms built 50 years ago to
teach 50 students are inadequate to teach the large number of students that are admitted now,” he added. The Central
University of South Bihar, which figures at the 94th position, is the lone university from Bihar to figure Set up by MHRD
in September last year, NIRF had sought participation from universities, besides institutes of engineering, pharmacy and
management for ranking survey. Altogether, 3,565 institutions from all categories, including 233 universities,
participated in the drive. The MHRD then released four lists, identifying top 100 universities and 100 institutions, each of
engineering, pharmacy and management in India. The parameters for ranking were ‘Teaching, Learning and Resources’
(TLR), ‘Research Productivity, Impact and IPR’ (RPII), in NIRF top 100 university rank list. Among engineering institutes,
[ITPatna is positioned at the 10th spot, while NITPatna ‘Graduation Outcome (GO)’, ‘Outreach and Inclusivity (Ol)’ and
‘Perception (PR)’. Different weightage was given to each category based on the type of institution. For universities, the
weightage of RPIl was highest at 40%, followed by 30% for TLR, 10% for perception, and 5% each for GO and Ol.
Participation was voluntary. A webbased platform Institutions accredited/ affiliated to University Grants Commission
(UGC) of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) had been made available for registration from November 2.
bagged 84th rank. No institution from Bihar figures in the list of management or pharmacy institutes
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After 11T, NIT Set to Undergo Shocking Fee Structure Revision

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/After-1IT-NIT-Set-to-Undergo-Shocking-Fee-Structure-
Revision/2016/04/09/article3370753.ece

NEW DELHI: Close to the heels of the government clearing a 125 per cent fee hike for IIT undergraduate programmes,
the tuition fees of National Institute of Technology (NIT) is also set to rise, a final call of which is expected soon. In
October last year, the NIT council had proposed a fee hike from 70,000 to *1.25 lakh-1.4 lakh.

Officials in the HRD Ministry on Friday indicated that the hike was imminent. HRD Minister Smriti Irani is expected to
take a call soon on the proposed increase. A hike can also be expected for programmes offered by Indian Institute of
Science, Education and Research. The hike, the officials said, was in line with a new funding model where the entire
running costs of the publicly funded institutes would be recovered from students. The government will bear the capital
expenditure for infrastructure creation, labs, equipment and research.

Meanwhile, even as the steep hike in the lITs are yet to sink in among a larger section of the students, officials made it
clear that the hike in fees is also applicable to students who have already enrolled for the B.Tech programme. The
Ministry had on Thursday cleared a proposal to hike the tuition fee of these prestigious institutes from '90,000 to "2
lakh. Along with this, it also approved the other proposal to scrap the weightage given to class Xll board exams for
calculating the JEE scores for admission to [ITs and NITs. The changes were effected in keeping with the
recommendation of an expert committee headed by lIT-Roorkee chairman Ashok Misra.
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Tech campuses to go green with central aid
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/Tech-campuses-to-go-green-with-central-

aid/articleshow/51750815.cms

GUNG-HO ON SOLAR POWER_

Benefits

» The institute's
power consumption
will reduce the burden
on the power grid

» Institute’s own
system will become
mare reliable

» Reduction of carbon
footprints

» Decrease in
pollution

Subsidy may increase MHRD to provide 30% subsidy to major academic
depending on campus campuses, including UT-Kharagpur and IIEST, for
location installation of rooftop-mounted solar panels
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Kolkata: Top technology institutes in Bengal like Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology (IIEST), NIT-
Durgapur and lIT-Kharagpur, will soon turn into solar hubs with many already installing solar panels to become energy-

efficient campuses.

The national solar mission, through the ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE) has persuaded the ministry of

human resource and development to request all academic institutes to set up roof-mounted solar plants.

The HRD ministry is providing 30% subsidy, in some cases even more depending on the campus location, for the project.
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By introducing solar panels, every institute's power consumption will reduce the burden on the power grid. "They will be
less dependent on the power-grid supply and it will make their own system more reliable. Academic institutions will use
this opportunity to enhance teaching and research activities and not merely as a capacity-building mechanism," said
Prabodh Bajpai of lIT-Kharagpur, who is involved the solar power project.

The ministry has asked all major Indian Institute of Technologies (lITs) and National Institute of Technologies (NITs) to
"go green".

While at lIT-Roorkee, the work on the solar campus is nearing completion, IT-Kharagpur has embarked upon a
completely new mission. The country's oldest IIT not only wants to become a solar energy efficient institute, but also
wants to be self-reliant in power generation.

The institute has initiated the process of setting up a 1MW solar plant divided among different rooftops of academic
buildings and hostels with 30% government subsidy.

"More than 100kW grid-connected solar PV plant projects have been operating for more than a year and an additional
150kW grid-connected solar PV plant projects are expected to be commissioned by this July. Another 250kW grid-
connected solar PV plant project is expected to be installed under a research project soon," Bajpai added.

At IIEST, the authorities have already installed several solar panels, said a senior official.

He added, "under an Indo-UK joint research project, a hybrid microgrid (of AC and DC buses) is being installed in the Sir J
C Bose Laboratory complex using 40 kW rooftop mounted grid connected solar PV plant, 10 kW Fuel cell system, 25 kW
wind emulator system, 25 kVA DG with battery and supercapacitor storage system. This will provide microgrid test
facility for testing of various AC-DC interface devices and control algorithms on real time simulator."

"The solar mission is a priority for the government. The process is on track over the last few years," said additional
secretary (technical education, MHRD) R Subrahmanyam. He said, "at the moment around 30-40 institutes have already
applied to turn into solar campus. The process is on track over the last few years. lIT-Roorkee and NIT Silchar are on the
verge of becoming a solar run campus," he said.

"The HRD ministry had taken the decision to turn all the central institutes into energy efficient campus by implementing
renewable energy and introducing other energy conserving methods like replacing bulbs with LED lights. At NIT Suratkal,
we have decided to allocate a fund of Rs 8 crore, to construct solar panels on the rooftop. The decision to attach solar
panels and gradually convert into an energy efficient campus was taken in last October," said a senior faculty member at
the institute.

This will not only reduce carbon footprint and make the campus green, but will also lessen pollution, feels lIT-Kharagpur
director Partha Pratim Chakraborty.

The institute has also decided to set up a ground farm solar energy using solar panels. "We want to create new
technology for the future apart from reducing processed fuel," added Chakraborty.
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11T professor sets up Education Park in rural Madhya Pradesh
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-professor-education-rural-kids/1/638507.html

With an aim to improve education in rural areas, an lIT Bombay professor, Dr Chetan Singh Solanki has founded an
educational park for kids of Khargone district in Madhya Pradesh.

The aim of establishing this non-profit school is to provide quality of education to backward students in rural areas so as
to bring them in the mainstream of educational world.

"While speaking on this initiative, Dr Solanki said, "Quality education means a person should be self-sufficient after
graduation." Moreover, the professor said that the infrastructure, quality of education, and teachers will be of same
standard like other schools of urban areas.

While observing the basic amenities and electricity supply in rural areas, this school has been set up under fully solar
powered system.

According to a recent report published in DNA, this educational park has over 1,000 kids enrolled from 40 villages.

In order to give adequate compensation and other facilities to the teachers, Solanki said that right now he is hoping to
get crowdfunding to have a Teacher's Fellowship and also offer accommodation to the teaching staff.

Also, the Education Park needs funds for buying buses and building more classrooms.
Being a native of this district, Solanki himself has studied in this school that earlier had just one classroom.
He said, "Rural schools are not well equipped. Schemes like Mid-day meal are good only for enroliment."

According to Solanki, if the school's infrastructure improves, many middle-income families will be willing to send their
children to study in this school.

"In such a big country, one Education Park is not sufficient. Once this model is complete, we want to replicate it in other
places as well," concludes Dr Solanki.


http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-professor-education-rural-kids/1/638507.html
http://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/report-education-park-iit-b-professor-working-for-quality-education-to-kids-of-rural-madhya-pradesh-2199630
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